LIVERPOOL DISABLED SUPPORTERS ASSSOCIATION

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

FRIDAY 6TH MARCH 2015 1.00PM

COMMITTEE ATTENDING

Samantha Brookes, Joan Byrne (Ticketing), Ste Cuddy, Jeanette Evans, Steve Evans, Keith Graham (Chairperson), Tommy Hutchinson, Ian Littlewood & David Smith.
 APOLOGIES
David Higham & Michelle Kirk (EIA).

MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MINUTES
· None-disabled supporters are still using the 0151 disability line.
TICKETING UPDATE
· The Arsenal away game is on sale from 6th March 2015.
· The Charity Match is on sale at present to season ticket holders and members. The General Sale starts next week.
· The Blackburn Rovers game is now sold out.
· The Manchester United sale is on-going with the criteria now down to 8 matches.
EIA UPDATE
· Nothing to report due to the EIA’s illness.

MEMBERSHIP
· Membership numbers are now 199 to date.

· Is the LDSA merchandise that is, or was shown on the website still available to purchase?

· Gifts for the new member packs are being looked into soon.

SOCIAL UPDATE

· Player of the Year Dinner is arranged.
· Drift, the band we had at Christmas are to be the entertainment. Also Spencer the magician is to be questioned as to his different acts for future social events.
· Player of the Year Dinner applications and POY voting forms are to be sent out on 6th April 2015 with a return date by 28th April 2015. Tickets to be sent out on 4th May 2015.
SOCIAL SITE/PODCAST
· Material is being arranged for next podcast.

· Social Media sites are running well with over 400 Likes.

· The new Newsletter is in progress.
AOB

· LDSA is to purchase a wreath for the Hillsborough Memorial.
· The LDSA camera has still not yet been returned. The Social Secretary is to look into this.
· The Chairman has had an offer from disabled supporters in Northern Ireland to give a talk on the LDSA.
· The wooden platforms for European games have been removed from the Anfield Road end as the new advertising hoardings are now in place, but the kop wooden platform still has to remain because of the slope of the Kop.

· The rules for visitors capacity for the Capital Cup games has been reduced from 15% to 10%, allowing the visitors to be accommodated in the lower and upper parts of the Anfield Road left hand side of the goal. This now allows the normal home section to be returned to LFC fans, allowing the wheelchair positions now to be allocated to home fans, whilst still allowing away wheelchair supporters to have their normal allocation.  The rules for the FA Cup remain at 15%, so the entire lower portion of Anfield Road will still be given over to the away fans, thereby not allowing LFC wheelchair users access.
· We have recently made a formal complaint to the Premier League with regards a Premier League Club not replying to an enquiry made by the LDSA, this is ongoing.
· We had been promised, several years ago when the Disabled Season Ticket list was updated, that disabled supporters would be able to look up their place on the season ticket list (after many enquiries from members that they are unable to look their places up). To date this has not happened, we recently wrote to LFC asking them when this was going to be done as they promised. A reply was received that this is going to happen and that they will come back with a times scale for it going live.
· The LDSA have been asked to help set up a Northwest Disabled Supporters Association. Contact has been made with several other DSA’s in the northwest and plans are ongoing with them for the formation and subsequent liaison with Level Playing Field.
· We have had some more complaints with regards to the Buy Back Scheme. It would appear for disabled Supporters it is not fit for purpose. The Chairperson does intend to talk to the Head of Ticketing if he will attend a meeting, If not he will bring it up at the meeting with the club’s Chief Executive Officer.
NEXT MEETING
· Friday 17th April 2015. The relevant lounge has already been booked.
If any members have any queries or comments about these minutes, please feel free to contact us by E-mailing LDSA@liverpoolfc.com or by contacting us on our LDSA telephone number 07592 839 931. All calls will be either answered or your message recorded. The membership secretary will attempt to respond to all calls as soon as possible.            

